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HEY TOCLS POR AN ABUNDAET LIFE
A PROGRESSIVE PROORaM TO S:OUR® FOR THR PEOPLE THEE BEZRFITS OF SCIENCE & TECHEOLOOY

Hotice
This i¢ & preliminary draft. It i=
proposed tiat this staboment be re-
checked by selentists, Shen rewritten
by writers, and be 1llustrated by
artista,
dclence is a growing body of knowledge and z2lso & poverful method of selving
' problems; it continuelly transforms the conditions of life and makes possible
gither . world designed for satisfying human needs or by contrast, a world eguip-
ped with tie means of efficiently destroying all life., ¥e choose the creative
applicstions of sclence and reject its use for war or for the profit of the few
at the expensze of the many, More and more sclentists are finding common cause
with their fellow citirzens in seeking a pnojim democratic means of realizing
this essenticl goal, ¥e wish to speck out with those who feel the great possibilie
ties of sclence in the service of man and uh? realize that enlightened political
action, independent of the old political parties, is a necessity. Fortunately
in our United States of america it is possible toc influence the trend of avents
by voting, by eriticiem or preiss of govermment or sorporate policy, by publie
discussion of issues, =nd in many other politieal ways, including the formation of
n=w political parties.

Phere are « number of cuestions which need examination in this regards
(1) xhet ls he zole of sqience ih our couRbry &t the sresent tima?

It is generully acknowledged that sclence is not now being used for ro=-
moting the general welfare to unywhere mr|tho extent poscidle. There are two
mejor rewsons: ZArag, the drive tovard war has diverted 2 considersble number
of sclentists from tbheir normsl peacetine a(rtlviue.x. Basic sclentific develove

ments are inverlibly retarded by war or preparation for war since during such
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periods most sclentists are not gaining fundamental new -nowledge as s thelr usual
Customge but mersly a.olying old knuwledge !‘or‘;nr:-.;ows thut have little use ia
peacetime, for ewm le, the emohasis on atomic bombs has resulted in shamefully
few applicatiocns of .tomic fisasion, even to pwrely sclentific oproblems. IgCuld,
the motive fur doing selentific rescareh and for improving methods of produection
is primarily not ome of public service dut one of seocuring a private galn, whether
or not it benefits the -ublic., True, we c:n mee a grest many important benafits
of sclence which are available to the common man, and these must not bde discounted,
However, these benefits come to us parsly as a result of oublie support for re-
search centers, such as medical institutes or government and university laboratories,
partly as a result of public vigilance in o:g;oung the rofit-seeking arrancements
of the eorjorstions - and partly as a by-product of private industry. Jome ine
dustries genulnely seek, through a program of scientific research, to improve the
quelity and decrease the cost of useful vreducts, It must be remzembered, however,
tiat research is costly and its fruites usually take years $o0 mature. Hence these
progreszive industries are exceptions and often yield to temptations of imsmediate
profits, especlally when shey have aoquired & momepoly vesition., alse, these same
industries bring about their improvewents at lih. cost of displacing labor or make
ing labor more routine and less sulted to human requirements. 5Sclence as besn
spplied much more gencrally to improving a factory product than to the betterment
of the worker in the factory. Im addision, mh researe: is done merely $o keep
poasible competitors cut of the field, |

The common understanding that many inventions are secretly suspressed by pri-
vate interests, cannot of courss, be as fully documented as can the few examples
of the opposite behavior. However, the eleetric battery industry furnishes an
example of how this practice probably works out in many other cuses. In this
instance t!e reecord has been made elear by the progesdings of the Justlioe Dept.

in a little publicized anti-trust sult agsinst the mujor battery companies for

their agreeing to withhold from the market a new nickel-cadmium dattery which



