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What distribution of structures in large city best meets

Problem 2.1:
the human needs of the people?

(a) Does a mese type concentration of
skyscrapers in the center best serve the

nesde of the people?

(b) Poes a central culturael area (heart)
surrounded by logarithmically rising
bullding a#ightes provide better
communifi#tlon between the pseople
working and 1living in a large city?

‘(c) Does & special distribution of
bulldinge around parks using o

. natursal atream beds , canyons,

‘s dlls, ete., better meet huwman
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(S0CIOLOGYSFICTION) -2 -

SAN JOSE - - 2008 A.D,

Conalder ourselves transformed in time from the present
year 1958 to the year 2008 A.D. Suppose we were to vislt a meeting

of the City Planning Commisaionl. ¥hat would they be considering?

Changing Street Names.

Chairman Jones sald "From the next item on the agenda, 1t
looke like someé more people in our clty have been reading books.”
He then asked the clerk to read the petition from the residents of
Ardis Drive to change the name of thelr street to Lincoln Court.

. The petition stated that the simllarity of their street name to

the city of Ardls popularized by the 100th anniverasary reprint of
Jack Londdn's The Iron Heel 1s causing them emberresment and
ridicule. Commisailoner Anderson comzented that this was an
interesting turn of events. The book of Jack London's wae a clear
warning to utopian socialistas of a century ago that they had failed
to account for problems of understanding human nature in thelr
coﬁcentratlon'upon minute detalle of grandiose schemes for a better
world. It was moved by Smith and seconded by Brown that the atreet
name b=s changed. Mtion carrled.

'Next Commissioner Brown moved that the Plaza of 1797 be
renamed Margaret Mead Square. He explained that he thought she
was an anthropologist who gave s lecture at the Comaunity Forua
sometime in the 1950's that started a chain of events which led to
someone in San Jose getting a copy of her paper on "Towards More

Vivid Utopias"g.

1. Note: San Jose had berome one of leading cultural centers 1in
the United Statem, The Sclence Education DNepartment and
Philosophy Department together with the Englneering Division
of San Jose State College had cooperated on a unique and frultful
project: The synthesis of the special fields of sclence,
engineering, and some of the liberal arts in a way which the
laynan could oore easily understand the significance of the
latest work in scimnce. Thmmgh this project 3San Jose becane
of world renown for its contrlibution to the strengthening of
democracy through helping the layman to understand scieme
sufficlently well to vote more lntelligently on issues
involving the distribution of sclentiflc research funds and
policles involving the applicetion of the results of sclence.

2. Sclence, Nov 8, 1957, vol. 126, No. 3280, pages 957-961.
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e seid the city historian thinks that this led to a chain of events
which led to grest public interest in city and county planning.

This public interest ied to the adoption of the central district
master plan of 1975. Commissloner Brown stated thst since the city
snd county planning comtisslone had both developed nore vivid utoplas
no bond issues have falled to pass.

Commignlioner Anderson sugueested that the plaza be renamed
Samoa Island, becsuse the lush vegatation of the plaza reminds hilam
of growing up in Samoa. Chairman Jones ruled further dlscussion of
the plaze ag out of order.

Continustion of the Gradual Eglfilment of the Central District Master
Plan

The next item on the agendaws the working out of further detalls
of the next steage of the Central District Master Plan which provided
for the tearing down of more office bulldings and storea to make
room for anre park ares, church:za, and other cultural structures.
The hiatorical soclety hadrjnat announced tnat they had found old
plane and photographa of the First Congregational Church and the
old Synagogue Bickur-Checlim, so that they could procede with plans
to restore uld churches which were imoortant in the history of San
Jose, Fortunately for the historical socliety several relliglous
such ag the Baptists, Roman Cathollies, Unltarians, and Eplseopalians
had weathered the era when people thought downtown property was too
valuable to be used for religlous and other cultural purposes,.

Commisgsioner Brown noved that land now in part for parking lots
end ‘n part for the central park be zoned for church use and thet
puch proverty be sold through the redevelopment zgency to the
eppropriate religious denoninations for reconstruction in
cooperation with the historical sorlety., Following a second by
Comalsaloner Smith, several ~itlizens asked for theQSﬁS%EQd
A spokesnan for the Foundatlon for Religious Freedom/to the motion
as & vinlation of the principle of separation of church and state
established in the United States Conatitution,.

Comnisgioner Anderson sugzested that these cases were speclal
in that they are restorations of old churches on the orlginal sites,
Then a representstive of the Budhist Assoclation sald that they hve
besn unable to obtaln a suitable site Tor their new temple ang
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CENTRAL DISTRICT MASTAR PLAN
- ' 1975 A.D,

‘labor temple, theaters, opera
‘house, picnic grounds, :nd
" some parking lots.

' Small busipesses, Testaurants,

-Large Ho£QX§4‘Department Stores,
~ Large Office Buildings. e

Park and cultural activities
i.s. churches, art museum, -
community e¢hest agenclies,

and professional offices,

Ma jor bagg;hg lots and service roads.
Free bus service around thls lsop.
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-y Freeways (Downtown) " —gmrmccem: Monorall Rapid
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Transit



