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"A Checking Chart for the Use of Computer Englneers
Developed from & "Generalist Description of Culture."

Abstglct
Issues 25-A end 26-A sre Parts I and II of the third

version of SEP No. 1. This version is based upon revisions
made sfter reading Stuart Chese's boek: Things Worth Knowing-

A 'Genegalgstfs" Guide to Useful EKnewledge.
This version has been outlined in SEP No. L under Problem

L.4: How can the checking chart for developing an snalysis of
social responsibllity be derived more logically from a
"generalist™ description of culture? The material of Part I
is organized under the following sections:

Introduction (See Outline in SEP No. L)

Divisions of Human Activities

Levels of Phenomena

"Spirel of Culture"

A Checking Chart for Social Responsibility

Example of Steinmetz
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Recently there has been some interest in the question
of the social responslibility of engineers. A serles of articles
and letters to the edito?liggelred in the early part of 1958 in
Co a at + These articles dealt first with
whether & journal such as Computers and Autometion should publish
articles on the social responsibility of computer scientists.

Then specific topics were discussed. These articles covered

8 broad range of viewpoints. Some computer scientists felt the
social use of thelr work was not thelr concern, while others

felt there are ipecified applications of computers which are
unethical such 28 to merit engineers declining to work on some
projects. Studies of the social consequences of scientifiec
discovery have been conducted by Richard L. Heiol and Edwin Laytggz

The Western Joint Computer Conference at Los Angeles,

May 6, 1958, conducted & panel on "The Social Problems of
Automation“.(g)

The vearlous viewpoints appearing in Computers snd Automation
present en uncoordinated distribution of differing ideas. The
views of the 1958 WJCC Panel on "Soclal Problems of Autometion"
have a certain amount of coherence. It would be desirable, if
we could, to find some way of reviewing these different viewe-

points in a more logical manner.
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