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ECQNOMIC AND POLITICAL THRORY -

When I was in high sohool, the various projects of F. D.
Roosevelt ware being applied. There were disoussions as to the
validity of "pump priming, » price fixing, subsidies, 6to. Bome
newspaper artiocles claimed theee were old stuff Just 1ike the Greeks
did 2600 yeare agpo .

I thought I would uee ons of tho se Sunday Magazine artioles for
a soolal studies olass report in high sohool. I studied the newe-
paper ai'tic-le carefully, but didn't believe it. Then I went to the
Berkeley Publio Library and got booke im Roman history and the history
of Greek ocivilization. After a whinle weekend of study, I had not
suooceeded in settling the question and deoided maybe it wuld be
simpler to study physics or chemistry or be in eleotrical engineer-
ing, where one can make laboratory experiments to settle questions
where there isn't a satisfaotory theoretioal model.

Theee economic and rolitioal problems apreared to have too many
variablee to be able to make a valid oomparison of rolitical and
eoonomic theory with history.

The measurement of the electrio ocurrent and voltage along a
resistor 1s something that oan be easily done in high solool physioce
to develop a feeling of seourity in our universe--that we can learn
from experiment and history enough about rature to make intelligent
deoisions adout the physical, eoconomio, and social organization of
sooiety.

But at that time it was neocessary to retreat back to the phye-
iocal soienoes in order to gain luffioien'EMtythmugh verifiable
theo ry.
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LIBRARY CENSORING

In high sohool I took all the mathematios and soienoe courses I
oould. Even though the physios, ohemistry, biology, and math courses
orowded out more of the sooial studies and humanities courees, I did
do some browsing in the University High Sohool Library.

In looking for books I generally ran into obstacles. Some books
I wanted were not available in the high solool libraryjy; the librarian
eaid some I wanted were textbooks and were only issued to students
enrolled in the oouree for which the text was approved.

ome of the history and biology books available at high sohool
were obvious distortions to appease eome sochool boards. BSome of the
student teachers brought books from the University of Californie
whioh had muoh more plausible statements in them and alec gave eome
indication of the validity of the evidenoce for their statements in
biolo gy and history.

Sometimes on the way home from school I wuld stop and browse
at the Berkeley Publio Library. I found that they had many interest-
ing things. Among them were reports dn problems of international
peace ocontaining copies of speeches of the leading politiocal leaders:
of the world, inoluding F. D. Foosevelt, Joserh 8talin, Adolf Hitler,
and Benito Museolini in a way one oould look up what they actually
said.

Then compare these different programs with the ethios of our
oculture.

In one report in the library, I found a statement that anthro-
rologists had conoluded that there ie no soientifio proof for there
being any distinotion in intelligenoce and other potentialities between
the white, blaok,. yellow, and other raoces of wmankind.
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It was a thrilling experienoce to see something which heretofore
~ had been stated by religious prophets, stated by far-seeing politiocal
— leaders in our Declaration of Independence and in our Constitution——

now to be supported (or more striotly, to asse the oprosition refuted)
by soientifio anthropological studies.

A fow weoks later, I saw a short item in the Berkeley Daily
Gazotte that some ocommittee of the Ameriocan Legion had visited the
Berkeley Publio Library to look for "un-American” literature. The
next day after sohool,I stopped at the Publio Library. I looked for
the artiole on the oonolusions of anthropologists on the equality of
the different races. It was gone. The whole series of the parti-
oular magazine was gone. Thero seamsd to be other blank spaces on
tb® magazine raoks.

The pattern seausd to. be that anything relating to the Boviet

" Union (Russia)or Communism that did not require a little searching
= had been removed. On the other hand, I oould still find the speeches
of Hitler and Mussolini in the library.

The aotion of the Ameriocan legion may have been a naive attempt
to do what they thought was patriotio. The effeoct uron me was to
ohallenge the status quo. Then censorship led me to think about were
we really living up to our debt of freedom in this ocountry.

SIDE EFFECTS OF TRE DEPRESSION

I preferred to see for myeelf where important problems existed.

The two mythes learned while going to 6lementary sohool in Berkeley—

(1) the greatness of the City of Berkeley in having the mo st advanoed
~ - polioe force, and (3) the best ammall oity (100,000population)
s newspaper in the country——The Berkeley Daily Gazette —— had deoome
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shattered by the Finizh (omro7°: Hall inoident. Realistioally,

this inoident did not change the high level of routine funotioning
of either the polioe department or the newspapers. But the
realization oame to me that certain oivio leaders were powerful
enough to turn off temporarily the newspaper and the polioce when free
reporting and impartial law enforeement might hurt oertain vested
interests.

In 1934 I visited the silent waterfront in San Franoisco to see
the 0ffeot of the strike first hand, also to visit the U.S8.8.
Constitution, whioh was in port, to see ths unemployed men in
shanties along the edges of the railroad traoke, the lines of
striking dook workers at the union soup kitohens, and to see the
National Guardamen proteoting the waterfront.

CoNSUMER. CO-OPERATIVE STORE. _

I vipited a little oooperative store on University Avenus to see
what some people were strusggling to do to aoccomplish two purposes:

(1) To got grooeries more soonomioally to spread their low

depression money farther. |

(2) To test out the prinoiples of a more stable form of

business that might be less susceptible to fluotuation
leading to booms and depresaions.




