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CONSERVATION QF CLIMATE AS PART OF THE
COMMON HERITAGE OF MANKIND

Welcoming with appreciation the Initiative taken by the Govermmeant of Malta in
proposing for consideration by the Assembly the item eantitled "Conservation of
climate as part of the common heritage of mankland”,

Concerned that certain human activitles could change global climate patterns

threatening present and future generations with severe economic and social
conseguences,

Noting with copcern that continued growth ia atmospheric concentrations of
carbon Aioxide and other "“greenhouse" gases could produce gleobal warming with
eventual rise in sea levels whose effects could be disastrous for menkind if timely
steps are pnot taken at the naticnal, regional and global levels,

Copncerned alag that emissions of certalin substances are depleting the czone
layer and thereby exposing the esrth's surfaca to increased ultra-violet radlation,

which may pose & threat to human health, agricultural productivity, animsl and
marine life and non-living things,

Noting its resolution 42/186 on the Environmental Perepective to the Year 2000
and beyond and resolution 42/187 on the report of the World Commission on
Environment and Development,

Convinced that climate change is a major challenge to sustainable development,
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Aware that considerable valuable work at the gclentific level has already been
carried out on climate change and in particuler by the United Nations Eaviromment
Programme, the World Meteérological QOrganisation and the International Councll of
Sclentific Unilorp and under the auspices of individual States,

Convipnced that the problem of climate change affects humanity as a whole and
¢bn only be confronted on a global basis so as to take into account the wvital
interests of all mankind,

1. Recongizes that climate change is a common concern of mankind, sgince
climate is an essential condition which sustaing life on earth;

2, Determines that urgent action must be taken to desl with the problasm of
climate change within a global framework; _

3, Appeals to Governments to become parties to lnternational instruments
elaborated specifically for the protecticon of the glcbal environment and of the
stmosphere;

4. Reaffirms its resolution 42/184, in which it agreed that the United
Nations Environment Programme should attach importance to the problem of global
climate change and that the Executlive Dlrector of United Nations Environment
Programme should emgure that the Programmg co-operated closely with the World
Meteorological Orgmnization and the International Councll of Sclentific Unions and
maintalined an active role in the World Climate Programme;

5, Notas the conclusions of the meeting held at Villach, Austria, in 1985,
which, lpter alla, recommended a programme on climate change to be promoted by
Governments and the sclentific community through the World Meteorological '
Organlzation, the United Netions Environment Programme and the Internatlional
Council of Sclentific Unions;y

8, Emphesizes the need to increage understanding of the world's climate
system and to apply that understanding to human activitles;

7. Congiders that activities in eupport of the World Climate Frogramme,
approved by the Congress and Executive Council of the World Meteorological
Organization and elaborated in the system-wide medium-term environment programme
for the period 1990-1995, approved by the Goveraning Council of the Usited Nations
Environment Programme, be accorded high priority by the relevant organs and
proegrammeg of the Unlted Natlong system;

8. Helcomas the establishment by the World Meteorological Organization and
the United Natlone Environment Programme of an Iatergovernmsntal Panel on Climate
Change to carry out lnternationslly co-ordinsted gclentific assessments of the
magnitude, timing and potential impact of climate changs)

9. Urges Goveroments, intergovernmental and non-goveramental organigations,

and scieatific institutions, to treat the problem of c¢limate change as a priority
lgsue; to accelerate spscific action-oriented programmes and research on climate
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¢hange, including its regional aspects snd specific time-frames; and to contribute,
a3 apypropriate, with human and financial resources to multilateral efforte to
protect the global climate:;

10. £alle upon other organizatioms and programmes of the United Nations
system, including the Office for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea, the Centre
for Sclence and Technolegy for Development, the United Natlonz Devalopment
Programme, the United Nations Population Fund, the United Nations University, the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Natlons, the Unlted Natlons
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organizatien, the World Health Organizatien,
the World Bank, the International Maritime Organization, the United Nation
Industrial Development Organization and the International Fund for Agricultural
Development to support tha work of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change;

11, Encourages the convening of conferences ¢oa climate change, particularly
global warming, at the patlional, regional and global levels in order to make all
Governments, intergovernmental organizations and the lnternational communlty better
aware of the importance and urgency of dealing effectively with all aspects of
climatic change resulting from human activities;

12. Calls uypon Governments, intergovernmental and non-goveramental
organizations and industry to collaborate in making every effort to prevent furthar
datrimental effects or climate and other activities affecting the ecoclogical
balance;

13. Regquests the Secretary-Genersl of the World Metecrclogical Organization
and the Executive Director of the United Rations Eunvironment Programme, together
with the Intsrgovernmental Panel on Climate Change Immediately to initiate action
leading, possibly within the next eighteen montha, to & comprehenpgive raview and
recommendations with respect to!

(a} The state of knowledge of the scieance of climate and climatic chaxnge,
with special emphasis on global warming;

(b) Programmes and studies of the social and esconomic impact of climate
change particularly global warming)

{c} Possible policy responses by Governments and others to delay, limit or
mitigats the impact of =dverse c¢limate change;

(4} Relevant treaties and othar legal ipstruments dealing with climate;

{e) Elements for poasible incluaion in a future international convention on
climatey

14. Requests the Sacretary-Gemeral to bring the preseant resclution to the
attention of all Goveronmeats, as well as intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations and well-esteblished scientifle institutions with expertise in
matters conceraing climate;
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15, Furfheyr yrequests the Secretary-General to raport to the General Assembly

at ita forty-fourth session on the implementation of the preseant resolutiony

16, Decldeg to include in the provisional agenda of the forty-fourth session

the item entitled "Congervation of climate &g part of the common heritage of
mankind",
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