2209 Vine Struet
Berkeley 9, Calif.
April 6, 1948
Mr, Bernard Kehn, Chalrman
Berkeley Chapter
United World Federalists
2046A University Ave,
Berkeley 4, Callfl,
Dear #r, Kahn,
I am convinced that you are sincerely striving for a
Just world peasce. Your ideas for a federal world governuent
are excellent in basic principle, but I can asee serious
difficulties in the ilupression trie Unlted wWorld Federalists
alght make upgon the people of the Soviet Union. In this
comanunication I am attempting to make some constructive
su-gestions on how to spproach this diffliculty.
Inatead of uneking reference to your tulk of April 4
at the Inverness Club of the Firegt Unitarian Church of
Berkeley, I a&m referring to the pamphlet by Vernon Nasnh,
"Yeog But-", I note that it does not constituts the officlal
podtion of UWF, but isg intended as & "springboard for further
thinking and discussion.'
Page 4 -"The people who want world governuent:"
I suspect that citizens of the Soviet Unlon ulght qguestion
what Truman, Churchill and Bevin really mean by thelr
statements which seem to approve of a world government.
They might assoclate past hostile actlons of these men with
the progran of UWF,
fage 7 - "Poweras of a federel world system;"question 7

on interference in tnelir affalrs: Although Mr, Nash proposes

that in internal saffairs, every nation would renain fully self-




governing, the people of the Soviet Union have much evidence
to be suspleious of the United States of asmerica, The talk
of a war against the U.3,3.R, heard in New York financial
eirecles prior to V-.i Day of World war II may have convinced
some Soviet offlicials that somne U.3, business intereste wish
to elbulnate Lhe soviet soelalistle type of governzent fron
this earth. How can the people of the Soviet Union find ocut
whether 2 businessnan who 1s for world governaent ig joluning
UWF to use the orpanizatlion ss & Caglitalist front or whether
he is sincerely williling to accept certain restrictions that
would come with world government?

Page 19 - "iikelinood of participation of Russia™:
The statement 1in the second paragraph is a good start, but it
i:aplies too much dependence upon & single diplometic event,
the "bona fide offer of & world .overnnent.” This diplomatie
event could easily be bungled by american or Joviet S6flclals.
This 18 the .ost seriocus defect thal occurs to me in regard
to the prograa of UWF. 1t bolils down to & fallure to bulld
up contact with the people of the U.8.5.8K. I do not svne how
it would be posslble Tor & large fraction of 130,000,000
people ankii thelr repreeentatives to show & favorable interest
in world government lanediately on receipt of an invitation
fros & country whose chief execullve :as publlely sxpressed
his objection to the existence of Soviet Unlon (iruman's
etatement to the press that he objects to Communisn
anywhere in the world).

Perhape polétical sclentists nave better ways of
expreasing this, but I shall use metnods that are faslilliar

to me as an enginesr, 1 use the followlng charts to analyse



the situation. Figure 1 shows & guess at the way you would
like to expand tire influence of UWF during the next few
eritlical yeare. Curve A indicates the number of members plus
peonle in essantial azreemsent with your program., Curve 1B
indlestes & alizhtly decreased number of adherents whom you
might have 1f you used some of your organizing tize to study
thadineeds and resctlons of the pepple of the Soviet Unlon.,

Flzure 2 shows & correspondlng set cof curves for the
Soviet Unlon. Curve 24 is an approxisation to the growth of
sucoort for worid governaent that would guarantee acceptance
of an offer of world governaent on the part of the Soviet

8 change
Union. 7The steepnese of the curve is/grester/thah the
of the U.S.5.R.

people/would support. Curve 2B is an estizsts of the
growth of suppert for world govsrnament that would be
neceasary la U.3.3.8. to insure the scceptance of an offer of
world zovernsent. To approaeh this curve much study of the
Sovist Union and probabby nany changes 1ln your concepts of
world government wlll be necessary.

Figure/1llustrates the precariocus situation in which
we depend upon one great diploastic gesture for world
governmant., Figure 4 1llustrates the strengthening of
Americ:un-3oviet friendship through step by step discusassion
and mutual AYEAMELId¥ revision of 1dseas of world governzent.
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The following projects nlght be undarteken by UWF to
correct this defect 1n the world goverwnsent prograan:

1. The UWF could sta-t bullding an uvaderstanding
between the peonles of the USA and USSR, by first conferring
with loeal people whoﬂhave studied the probvlexns of the pesple
of the USSR, Perhaps the AmericensRussian Institute, 10l Fosmt
at., 3an Francisco, could belp on this orojeet.

2. The UWF could find out what cegezlnes ani newsoapsrs
glve 2 falr picture of what is going on in the Soviet Union.

3, If UWF people would devote part of their tize to
studying the couzsenis of people who undsrsiand the Ruselans,
theyféi%erimentally arrive at revised weye of explaining the
possibilities of world gove: ament sotthat ths hussians could
be sure of the sincerkty of the UWF, An atltedpl would have
to understand what the needs of the people of 3Sovietl Union
are, 8¢ tnat plans for world governaent would take thex into
account,

4, LTter & trial experlient has been started 1in one
place, auch as Berkeley of 8an Franclsco, a report could be
prepared to help other UWF chapters cake conlact with groups
like ths sational Counecll of Soviet-dnerlican Friendsrnip,

5. Aftsr geveral chapter in different parts of tne
country have developed a better understandling ¢f the pecple
of “he Soviet Union, it alght be wortihwnile to send lliterature
to and invite the locel Soviet Conaul to UWF meetings soc that
gome Soviet governaent oiflelals would have & better chance

to se2e@ how slncere the people are who work for UWF.
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6. lLater furthor steps could be taken such as writing
articles for Soviet newspspsra and ey zinee and visits to
the SJoviet Unlon by leadsrs of UkF,
I have .ot teken tiue to get this aasterial into polished
form, tut hope tnat it will help you fin& weys to increase the
chauces of & Jjusl peace 1ln whiecn all the pec.lies of the world

can coopsrate,

Sincerely yours,

Frederick . Wood




