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320 Madison Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10022

Deer Mr. Wateon:

Thar you for your letter 57 June 2a¢ S 377z tnle note
for you, I change "hats" to put ta sy "ol eezib . 3 72%8." This
lotter ard the enc osure explxfin grie of ¥ @ A x. » o1 5IP No, 20-8
anc¢ tha 1959 WJCC 3o0cial rezgamziDility »¢ 8r <9 ° 317 h my ietter

of Mey 24éth under my "citizen's i e22,"

Perhiaps you have a philosepher on yau~ at:77 1 HI %o whom you
would prefer such materfal to de zdcreassd: Hews ~ §iac? | den't
find any philosophy departm2zni {5 thke dire tory, 17 g203fng this
material to you.

The new program at Harvard Uriveraity far th:
impact o automation s cof particulzr inti-es? i3
a resear:h proposal to the Sscleficgy Depa7-.merpt ¢

w€y <1t the soclal
Bicfuee | made
tivEr nineteen

s Tvim

yeare ags for the development ¢? ¢ nethed of at. ¢, “rr {mpact of
new inveations. I enclose a3 ¢32y «f SEPR Nu. ¢! '"“ic-ieed Soclal
Engineering Research Progrem, Ccieher 24, 1945, 4hz time |
discuened this proposal with Pravzszors Ce| 297~ v 2-d Pitirim A,

8orokin,

Professor Zirmerman pointed «w; thit oy Rir: -¢inzné ¢nal chart
on page six of SEPR 4| was simila~ o thke zslawz!y -¢:@'an diveloped
by Auguste Comte a hundred years zgu. [ c2cigre -8 i"egded to
catch up with Soclology, befoire 5 o:edtng furthke: > 1% <3 proposal.
As a start I audited Frofessc™ Be-oxin's gradufﬂm it . 9&r {n Bociology
fn the Fall Semester of 1945 wi%ih the perrisgaici % Taan Wiid,
I considered the possgibiifiy of whayging from eig:- "2+ {a] o sociolcgy.

HC) ]

Hcwaver one thing that parsi:ularly bithes:2 -t ~+232 trat Prof.
8orokin safd that the history ov :ivsflfza fon #hs o 412 38ch time
¢t particular civilization efa~t8 %) bres'ow  * 7% {: a high
probabl ity that the society will azceler:zte {.: ~= ficlire by
obstructing the study of the most u~gent gpredtare yiz I:d to concern
whether switching to socioicgy miaht Just leat .« ZCqav b st with
such obetacles.

In 1947 at the University of Calfiforifa, « +« ov 2 ;-e'uate
economics ccurse from Prxfessor J. 6., Condiiffe. ¢ ~rzii> 37 the staff
of the League of Nations. He pointed out how *  yvfund Ylat thelr
were many professional people who developed & :i °C {2z 14 as a hobby,
{f.e., & banker might as a hobby bicome & riners ¢ "7T1 ¢v whilosopher,
This gave me an fdea on how to b3t the sc:ial i 2::25 whfch Prof,

Sorokin mentioned.-namely the obe.fuctinn of ¢ .:n‘y ¢* lhe most
important socilal issues could be oyaasepd dy aeriiy vt 3ludies a
hebby, clearly aeparated frow ons'e payitng job.
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i ¢r3n compleiled my greix=ﬂ: studies T4 zlzet icy’ ? ‘neering,
while w2king my study of the e¢-:fgl eorgsqriness ¢- Tin mma igy & hobby.
My hobby fed Lo some valuabla =¢ r;:@bo e=d t2¢iafc 1t PPy development
of Cybernstics and Informatior "Fsiry maode >03¢ ibi g T8za7ir under-
stending of sociological gyutfﬁu. Tre malcr 3rs»’ a1l 7=-» run Into
fa the rglative lack of faterca. o7 ths pl“t of v j-e38 pesders
compared to the concern of sccizliiate and wther T:vt—w?ﬁi groups. .
I hrave meintained a relative Leténce by 3¢t .dvimg “ 2 woo ' * apectrum
of polftical views on these “zguzg from comuniziz 9  iha Jlaft to
John Birch Society members ¢n tnz 2xtreme ~“{3kt.

Recentiy 1 have made c¢Yisc with a w:rt fag’ ‘@ “ircrter of the

right, M7, Louis 0. Kelso, ¢ €3~ Frenclisco lavysr, a1: g ikor of
The Capilalfjst Manifesto, M Y.:RerZem Houas{1$38). & “3le¢oc has
agreed to speak at our lcca chadter maeting ¢f %7 dscisty for
General Systems Research at 3isaTcre Re2gez cr Ingd tuiz er June 25th.

If you #re interested i3 cblefiring ca-fza of n cd 2tr notes in
the Socio-Engineering Probleme aszries, plezsz fet ® kigw.

Sincerely yours,
\jftz‘rtmv £ (.d‘}rﬂ
Frederick R. #pcd

enc: SEP No. 4|



