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A seriass of working paper drafts on the subject of the soclal
relations of engineering. My objective at this staze of the {
series 1g to nake available for discussion varlous ideas that
: have occured to me in the past, but which were unpublished or
; nad very limlited distribution. In the presgent format no
: formal publicstion is Intended, since nmany of these notes are
i fragmentary ldeas that may be of more value when other detalls
: ape filled in.
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This particular issue tas less direct basaring on englneering
than would be 1uplied by the tltle of the series "Soclo-ingin-
eering Probvlems.," In lssue number 9, I went back to some of

oy thoughts of 1937, 1940, 1945, etc. In this 1ssue I push
back further to examnine certain external events which alerted
18 to exanine tne soclal phenomena around me in a wore critical

Vay. J'MJEﬁf‘Mrk /’5 éff.} ot f"f

ET SRSt

|
J

THE COVER DIAGRAM

The two pine trees enclosed by the circle represent the state of
unbalance in our civiliasation where people are strugling to learn
how to cooperate without falling into the path of confornity.
This could be a growing asyobol in which the large tree slows down
and the little tree grows faster as we learn to balance security
and fresdom, emotions and intellect, <capital and labor,
gelf-interest and service, present and future, =te. As the
syobol grows with time we hope that 1t approaches more closely

the twin pine trees of the trademark of the consuner cooperative
movenent .,

HISGUORICAL NOT£3: I3

These notes are inculries into some of the historical events whicn
ware of some significance in alerting me to the scelal probleas of
our soclety. The awareness of these problems nay have promoted oy
concern for a pergpective of the whole of cur asceiety, and led ae
to take more seriously the E.C.P.D. definition: "The engineer

nay be regarded, therefore, as an interpreter of science in terus
of human needs and a nmanager of awen, money, and waterials in
satlsfylng these needs." These questicns relate to wmore specific
external a2vents which caused be to sak questions absut the relative
gtate of appliecstion of our religlous principles tc practice.
These notes arewrlitten as "guestions" instead of "problens,"
because they are not necessarily current problems, but guestlons
of historical interest. There could well be deeper psychologlical
chenonena whlch exerted a more significant influence coupared to
these oxternsl events. However sucno psychoclnglicsl guestions are
left to the donain of more :orivate discussions.

* Note: A draft of this material was  renared as Socilo-Philo-
aoshical Notes, No. A, July-5Sep 1959, buit waag not distrihutad,
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Question 10.0: What influence did various historical events
have in alerting me to ask questlions and search for a wore
cnaplete set of relevant facts in regard to the social
oroblemns of our society?
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question 10,1: Of what signiflcance was Iy rarticipeticn
in the Boy Scouts of America?
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I can renecber 2s a small boy I thought that all good people were
Revublicans or Prohibitionista, The eollapse of the stock market
‘n 1929 brought me in closer contact with a truer cross-sectlon
of the people of our country. I joilned the Boy Scouts in 1930 and
found there a representation of the different segments of our
population (excent farmers). The Troop Comaittee consisted of
both Protestant and Cathollic men, and included axzong other
profes-ions: & business ex=cutive, & banker, and a labor union
officer. The ideas of human brotherhodd cultivated by our church
schools and supvorted in :<ublic schools through learning the
exanples of our great leasders of the United States such as George
wWashington and Abraham Lincoln came closer to reelity through
observing these men from different religious, professional , and
econdulc backgrounds work tog:ther to make possible the operation
of & neighborhood Boy Scout Treed.

-

quacation 10.2: OF what seneral significance did the
depressicn have?

As the depth of deprescsion developed contradietions developed
which were very confusing to me. At one time the scoutmaster
who had Ph.D. was workling as a custédian., I observed various
WPA, CWA, PWA projects and CCC Camps perform useful ‘work {(and
some not so useful) for our country snd provide Jobs for many
men for whom our econfniec system could not provide work.

cuastion 10.,3%: Of what signiflcence to me was the San Francisco
General Striwe of 19347

I can well remenmber the General Stri :
ke of 1934 in 3
g?gg guﬁis sixteenfyears old. Although I waz at Bg;nsggigcisco
‘ ng some of the deepasst cri ' .
excitement and feeling of tgnsiog fﬁgg'vI Ltors whe emonee of

e isitors who cane
to scout camp, When I returned froz scout eqmp I knew sogg—
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thing had hapoened in Berkeley, but I cecouldn't tell from the
account: in Berkeley Dally Cazette what really hepo.ned. The
newspaper edltor apparently was “rying to ridicule people who
were protesting some injustice. To find out what was happening,
I had to ride ny bicvecle around town, visit with people in
different carts of towy.visit San Franclsco amsd observe the
longshoreman plckets and the National Guardsuen uys:1f to try

to understand what was happening. There were fantastic runors
circulating around wrich as far as I could tell didn't represent
anthing that had real prospects of happening. I could not tell
whether some one was gen2rating false ruuors to esuse confusion
or whether the confusion was the result of random events coupled
with very poor camunlcation between the different groups tnvolved
in the strike,
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Questinn 10.4: %what event alerted me to the problem in the U.S.A.
of having to exert eternal vigllance to protect cur civil
liberties?

I was 3t Boy Scout e¢sznp in the Sierras during part of the suaner of
1934 during psrt of the Gemneral Strike. When the truck drivers
arrived at camp to bring us back to Berkeley at the end of the
canmping period, I sensed a feeling of emotional tension in the air,
From the comments and reactlons of truck drivers, parents, scout
leaders and others, I got the feeling that in connection with the
General 5trike people vere operating on thelr exctional resctions
rather than loglcel reasoning. It was aliost as If people were
operating on a ncre primitive level of communlcation and behavior.

Wheh I zot back to Berkeley I found that a group of people were
proteeting something et the Clty Hall., I cculd not waake any sense
out of the deserintion given in the Berkeley v~ally Gazette. I
frund 1t necessary to ask a lot of gue~tiona of varlous people to
get any consistent fszcts about what had happened in Berkeley.

On July 17th a zroup of unideatified aen merched on tinlsh Soorades
Hall in Berkeley armed with axes, baseball bats, etc.,, and eatered
tre bullding, smashed all the furniture ‘necluding tne glano. They
then built a bonfir:e »f thie broken furniture and bccks in the yard
and left. (1)

The alarnming festur: of this inecldent was that I realized tiat
here in Amerlca, the "Land of Fresdona and Justice," human belngs
could get excited and ergsnlze groups like the Fascists in Italy
and tre Nazle in Germany. Furtheroore I was disturbsd by the
orotection given tne illiegs]l band by the police and the newspaver.

T. ‘ote: Fnr oublicshed raferences on thls ilaneldeat, rzfer Lo
r ferences 1 and 2 in the next section »f this lasue.




Zventually the American Civil Liberties Union fil:d sult agalnst
the ity of Berkeley for the damages to the Finish hall and 1if

I r2call correctly, after prelininary hearings, the Clty of
Berkeley settled for the damages. Even this was a frightening
gxnerlence to have what I had read about happening in Zurope
rapoen ln my own rome town, there are two lmportant distinctions
petween the United States and the Zuropean situations, One, we
have 8 Constltutlion and system of courtse wrlch effectlvely
anforee the law, and Two, there exlist vocluntary orgasnizati.ons
1ike the American Civil Liberties Union wiich take action when

there 1s a breakdown of our logel system in respect to civil
liverties,.

Sinece then 1 have always had an interest in civil liberties
which mugt always be protected with eternal vigilance.

“ven the nost perfectly nlanned legel system with checks and
bslaneces must have goue cltlzen watchdogs to be alert for
situations where the hinman beings in the legal syatem fall to
live up to the spirit »f the nited States Constitution.
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Questlion 10.,5: What books and nagezines are representative of
the backzround materlal asvallable Lo e during the period
of the events dliscussed 1n the previous guestions?
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Some of the books listed 1n this biblio ravhy were not written
untll many years later. The reasons they are included are trat
they are a more gonclse statenent, or I cruld not finé carticular
booksg of the era and the ones llsted are the clocest approximations
I ecould fing.

"25th Aanlversary: How the ACLU of do. Calif. Jot Started,"
Aner, Civil Liberties Union News, 503 Market St,, San Francisco,
vel, XXIV, iUn, 11, Nov. 1859, »n. 2.

"Following is a nortion of the talk uiven by srneest B slg,
Executlive Director of the ACLU of lertnern Celifornia, at
ites twenty-Tifth annlversgary relehration on Oectoher 17.

The ACLU rad its beginnlnzgzse on July 2, 19517 as the Civil
Liberties Bureau of the Americen Lezgue Arainst Militariasnm,
Wren the League dlsbanded, upon our enliry il:ito thne #irst
world War, the Bureau contlnued as an independent body. . .

. . {(details of =several starts ani foldings-up in We at)

On July 16, 1934, the San Francisco Bay Arsa was Jarred by a
zeneral strike, which ended four deys lzter. It wes followed by
an antl-red hysterla which resulted in nolire and vigllante raids
nn radleal headguarters and arrest of alleged radicals,

Vigilante comuittees ralded unilon hnalls and..... .

In San francisco, neadguarters »f tne Internationasl Workers

Nrder and I.W.W. were raided and the furnisninge szasihed,

wiile in Rieraond, the piotograpnie studlo of W. H, Prater

wae destroved, I Berkeley, the Finnleh Comradss Assoclation
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hall was raided by the so-called Berkeley Xatlionals and
qmueh of the bhullding was wrecked while pollice waited nearby.

After these incldents occured, the neticnszl office sent
Cheeter S, Willianms and Zrnest Besig fron Los Anzeles to
organlze a nrotest against tne vigllante terrorisz, . . .

. . . . . 0On Sept. 14, 19%L - twventy-Tive years ago - ne

agnt a letter to prospertlive wnenbers urgling them to support
re-estabiishnent of a rorthern Crlifornia Commlittee of the

A, C.L, . The letter accerted that we were faced w_.th &
recurrence of the suoppression and violence of postwar days
and the develonment of a spirit of fascisn., "In 18 counties,”
ne esald, "ordinances zrevail wnich sake asseablage of three
or anre persong illegal without police nerwmit. Crganlzed
groups, claining patriotic uotives, are urging the passage of
more than a dozen laws to alid in the suppression of ainority
oninion - all ~f which contradicts the very foundations of
constitutional lerocracy with 1ts grant of free asceablage.
To combat this growling senace, the worthern Celifornla Brancno
of the ALCU ie belng re-organized.,"”

The Qunan Forum, Published by trne ACLU, San Francisco, Oct 1934,

"On the basls of the state law, nmaking cities and counties
liable for damages sustilned in a riot, the Civil Libertles
Union is bringing suits on behalf of indlividuals and organ-
izations for onroperty damages caused by vigilantes and police
in recent raids.

2. FINKISH C "MRADES HALL CASE: Trne Finnish Workers in
Berkeley have nalintained a hall and cultural center for
twenty-five years., On July 17th, their hall was raided by
scores of vigilantes wearing armbends marked "B.N.", wnich
stands for Berkeley iHatlonals. Warned of the intended reid,
they unsuccessfully aprealed for police protection fifteen
minutes befcre the raid occured.

anages being sought ammount to 6,000 and organizaztion has
already recovered <1500 from the insurance coasany on a poliey
covering the bullding azgzalnet riot dsiasge.

Tne living guarters of the caretaker were invaded and things
gensrally smashed with clubs and axes, inecluding a washing
machine, railo, and all the dishes. Three planos were couapletely
jenllshed, nmusical insestruments left a twisted wmese, stage

geenery forn to shreds, chalrs broken, windows knocked out,

end the walls hackel by axes.

--------



