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What distribution of structures in large city best meets

Problem 2.1:
the human needs of the people?

(a) Does a mese type concentration of
skyscrapers in the center best serve the

nesde of the people?

(b) Poes a central culturael area (heart)
surrounded by logarithmically rising
bullding a#ightes provide better
communifi#tlon between the pseople
working and 1living in a large city?

‘(c) Does & special distribution of
bulldinge around parks using o

. natursal atream beds , canyons,

‘s dlls, ete., better meet huwman
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SAN JOSE - - 2008 A.D,

Conalder ourselves transformed in time from the present
year 1958 to the year 2008 A.D. Suppose we were to vislt a meeting

of the City Planning Commisaionl. ¥hat would they be considering?

Changing Street Names.

Chairman Jones sald "From the next item on the agenda, 1t
looke like someé more people in our clty have been reading books.”
He then asked the clerk to read the petition from the residents of
Ardis Drive to change the name of thelr street to Lincoln Court.

. The petition stated that the simllarity of their street name to

the city of Ardls popularized by the 100th anniverasary reprint of
Jack Londdn's The Iron Heel 1s causing them emberresment and
ridicule. Commisailoner Anderson comzented that this was an
interesting turn of events. The book of Jack London's wae a clear
warning to utopian socialistas of a century ago that they had failed
to account for problems of understanding human nature in thelr
coﬁcentratlon'upon minute detalle of grandiose schemes for a better
world. It was moved by Smith and seconded by Brown that the atreet
name b=s changed. Mtion carrled.

'Next Commissioner Brown moved that the Plaza of 1797 be
renamed Margaret Mead Square. He explained that he thought she
was an anthropologist who gave s lecture at the Comaunity Forua
sometime in the 1950's that started a chain of events which led to
someone in San Jose getting a copy of her paper on "Towards More

Vivid Utopias"g.

1. Note: San Jose had berome one of leading cultural centers 1in
the United Statem, The Sclence Education DNepartment and
Philosophy Department together with the Englneering Division
of San Jose State College had cooperated on a unique and frultful
project: The synthesis of the special fields of sclence,
engineering, and some of the liberal arts in a way which the
laynan could oore easily understand the significance of the
latest work in scimnce. Thmmgh this project 3San Jose becane
of world renown for its contrlibution to the strengthening of
democracy through helping the layman to understand scieme
sufficlently well to vote more lntelligently on issues
involving the distribution of sclentiflc research funds and
policles involving the applicetion of the results of sclence.

2. Sclence, Nov 8, 1957, vol. 126, No. 3280, pages 957-961.
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e seid the city historian thinks that this led to a chain of events
which led to grest public interest in city and county planning.

This public interest ied to the adoption of the central district
master plan of 1975. Commissloner Brown stated thst since the city
snd county planning comtisslone had both developed nore vivid utoplas
no bond issues have falled to pass.

Commignlioner Anderson sugueested that the plaza be renamed
Samoa Island, becsuse the lush vegatation of the plaza reminds hilam
of growing up in Samoa. Chairman Jones ruled further dlscussion of
the plaze ag out of order.

Continustion of the Gradual Eglfilment of the Central District Master
Plan

The next item on the agendaws the working out of further detalls
of the next steage of the Central District Master Plan which provided
for the tearing down of more office bulldings and storea to make
room for anre park ares, church:za, and other cultural structures.
The hiatorical soclety hadrjnat announced tnat they had found old
plane and photographa of the First Congregational Church and the
old Synagogue Bickur-Checlim, so that they could procede with plans
to restore uld churches which were imoortant in the history of San
Jose, Fortunately for the historical socliety several relliglous
such ag the Baptists, Roman Cathollies, Unltarians, and Eplseopalians
had weathered the era when people thought downtown property was too
valuable to be used for religlous and other cultural purposes,.

Commisgsioner Brown noved that land now in part for parking lots
end ‘n part for the central park be zoned for church use and thet
puch proverty be sold through the redevelopment zgency to the
eppropriate religious denoninations for reconstruction in
cooperation with the historical sorlety., Following a second by
Comalsaloner Smith, several ~itlizens asked for theQSﬁS%EQd
A spokesnan for the Foundatlon for Religious Freedom/to the motion
as & vinlation of the principle of separation of church and state
established in the United States Conatitution,.

Comnisgioner Anderson sugzested that these cases were speclal
in that they are restorations of old churches on the orlginal sites,
Then a representstive of the Budhist Assoclation sald that they hve
besn unable to obtaln a suitable site Tor their new temple ang

-
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CENTRAL DISTRICT MASTAR PLAN
- ' 1975 A.D,

‘labor temple, theaters, opera
‘house, picnic grounds, :nd
" some parking lots.

' Small busipesses, Testaurants,

-Large Ho£QX§4‘Department Stores,
~ Large Office Buildings. e

Park and cultural activities
i.s. churches, art museum, -
community e¢hest agenclies,

and professional offices,

Ma jor bagg;hg lots and service roads.
Free bus service around thls lsop.

RS- ]

-y Freeways (Downtown) " —gmrmccem: Monorall Rapid
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recreation hall they need. He inquired as to how they should apply
for a site in the centiral park ares for their new teaple. ‘
Chairmen Jones sald that requests like this by new groups for
gsites in the central cultural area crasated some conpllcations.
He suggecsted that they defer further discussion until next meeting.
He sppolinted a comnittee of consultanta drawn froam the ataff of thre
Social Planetarium3 and San Joass State College. The committee was
charged with the rasponsibility of determining what philosophical
princlples could be used to wisely carry out the comcept of the

' gentral culturel area, and at the same time adhere to our country's

basic policies of democraocy and religious freedom. He gave the

 comaittee & spscial charge to explore the cosalbility of developing

& policy basad'upon a -rinciple simllar to maxiumizing the negative

entropy as 1s done that branch of communlcation theory known as

information theory#.

Principles of the Central UDistrict Master Plan

In giving instructions to the speclal committee, Chairman Jones
brought the map of the 1975 plan to thelr attention. He pointed
out the zones X, ¥, Z-1, and Z-2 which are laid out to group
eultural mctivities such as churches, Y.M.C.A., Y,W.C.A., Labor
Unione, Employer Assoclatlions, Medical Society, Professional
organizations, Art League, League of Woamen Voters, etc., im their
bulldings distributed within a flat park srea , principally lawn
between San Carlos and Julisn Streets, and bstween Market and
Fourth Streets. The grouping of different churches within sight
of each other ia symbolic of our decocratlic tradition, Mosast of
the office buildings within thia area are being torn down or are
being ronverted to offices of cultural agencies such the Community
Chest and‘agenniea such as the Fanmlly Ssrvice Service Association
and the Mental Health Society. The zoning ls planned to give a
logarithmic rising in the helght of bulldlings frco the center to
the periphsry.

*

3. A "Soelal Planstarium” is a coablnation of digital and analog

computers wlth an ingenious projection and display sy=tex by
which social and economie phenomena can bhe simulsted and
displayed to the public in a way analagous to the dlsplay of the
stars in the nore well known "Astronomical Planetariuas".

The term "Social Planetarium’ is believed to nave coze ‘rom a
telk glven by Professor Laswell of Yale School of Law in 1958

at the Western Joint Computer Conference.

4, See article on "Information Theory"”, Enel. Britaannica, 1858 edltion.
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pointed to the serlal photograph on the other wall

*al San Jose, 2008 A.D." ‘

e committee how important the plan 18 to the citizens.
In fact the esthetlec effect of the ceantral gark with its
logarithmically rising skyline became so laportant to the people
of San Jose, that in 1975 they voted to oove a twenty-two story
hotel that hed been completed in 1860, but did not confora to the
plan. The bulldings at First and Sants Clara Streets had already
been converted to cultural use, The Bank of Ameflca Building
now housed the princlple offices of the conmunity chest agencles
such as the Famlly Service Aasociétlon. The art gallery has
two buildinge: the J. €. Penney Building and the Roos Bros
Bulilding. The Flrst Natlonal Bank Building is now a part of
sn experiment in practical democracy, by which all polit&cal
parties and svecial interest groups partlelvating in political
action are glven office and exhiblit =pace in the saze bullding.
This enables our young people to viait the Republicans,
Democrats, Poclalists, Communists, and any others to compare
their n»rogresms and argumente &1l within the same building.
If any politi@giygefuses to accept space on the project it may
be assumed that they are afrald to be questioned,

As the meeting adjourned, a visitor asked why the people of
San Jose placed eo mueh value on this particular zoning plan with
the logerithmie rise in building height. Chairman Jones said that
psychologists don't agree yet on this subject., He did péint out
that there are many phsnomena which fit thlis type of curve,
For example if one plots the age of our universe, age of our solar
system, and *he age of the earth one obtalnas & simllar rising
curve. Sioilar profiles of man's mental and emotional development,
the number of inventlons and discoveries cer yzar, and the annual
production of power have sigilar logarithmically rising curves.
It avnears thet this structure of the rultural ceater of a

city helps veople feel closer to neture even though they are in
an artifickal eavironment, In some way thiqbrganlzatlcn of4c;nter
or heart of the city remindes people of the progress of nankind has
made in the nast, and gives hin a more realistic feeling for the
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complexity of rmodern civil¥mtion and how to deal with the problems
of ‘our so~iety with confidence.

Several religious organizations have moved their West Coast
headgquarters to San Jose and have eatablished cathedral type

 downtown churches where business leaders and governmental officers

and just anybody can come and medifate before making loportant
decislons <o thet they can be sure their declialions are conslstent

with their true asslvee.

: | Frederick B. Wood
Py ‘ 2346 Lansford Ave,
“Jdne 21, 1958 “an Jose, Californis
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Supplementary Notes On "SAN JCSE 2008 A.D."

(SEP No. 2, September 1958, pp., i-iv, |~8)

The following references a}e of significance in regard to
population projections for the future:

World: Norton Ginsburg, et al, ATLAS of Economic Development,
University ofChicago Press ({9677,
Reference point for urban population is on pp.34-
27. {(This does not predict future, but is essential
base point for many studies.)

U.S.A.: "Kiplinger Forecast of Population Growth in the
United States (1960-1975)" (a map of U.S5.A.) in
'The United States: Great Changes Ahead at Home'
in The Kiplinger-Hammond Forecast As¢las of the world,!
Maplewood, N.J.: C. 8. Hammond Co.T%?BE)“" -

)
San Francisco Bay Area:

Future Development of the San Francisco Bay Area
1960-2020. December 1959, U.3. Dept, of Commerce,
Business and Defense Services Administration, for
U. 8. Army Engineers District, San Francisco Corps
of Engineers. 9P4pp plus 5 appendices and 21 plates,

Note plates 3-9 show populstion distribution
projections for 1960 to 2020 in ten year steps.
(Scale of one dot per 1000 persons) There is
sufficient detail to scale off San Jose population
trends from these platec,

Kingsley Davis and Eleanor Langlois, "Future
Demographic Growth of the San Francisco Bay
Arega." Berkeley, U. C. Institute of Governmental
Studies (1963) 27pp. $1.50.

Only total city population statistics..

Santa Clara County:

County of Santa Clara Planning Departmeat, 70 W.
Hedding 3t., 3an Jose, Dec 1963, "Land Use Issues
in Santa Ciara County."” 28pp.

Includes map of existing land use from which

guesses of population density could be inter-
preted.

s, INFO 212, July 1966, "pPopulation and
Housing, April |, 1960 and April |, 1966."

, INFO 213, July 1965, "pPopulation and
Housing, School District, Census of 1966"

City of 3an Jose:

"San Jose General Plan (Map) - A Physical Development
Policy Statement" dated January 3, 196!,
Map of city is coded by number of dweiling units
. - - 1
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Supplementary Notes On "SAn JOSE 2008 A,D,"
(SEP No. 2, September 19538, pp. i=iv, 1=8)

The following references are of significance in regard to
population pro jections for the future:

World:

U,S.A,¢

Norton Ginsburg, et al, ATLAS of Economic Development,

University ofChicago Press{l56717).
Reference point for urban population is on pp.34-
%27, (This does not predict future, but is essential
base point for many studies.)

"Kiplinger Forecast of Population Growth in the
United States (1960~1975)" (a map of U.3.A.,) in

'The United States: Great Changes Anead at Home'

in The Kiplinger-Hammond Forecast Aslas of the World,’
Maplewood, N.J.: T, 3. Hammond CO.T+g€K)"“'_“_

San Francisco Bay Area:

Future Development of the 3an Francisco Bay Area
1860-2020. December 1959, U.S, Dept, of Commerce,
Business and Defenge Services Administration, for
U. 8. Army Engineers District, San Francisco Corps
of Engineers. P4pp pius 5 appendices and 21 plates,

Note plates 3-9 ghow populstion digtribution

pro jections for 1960 to 2020 in ten year steps.
(Scale of one dot per 1000 persong) There is
sufficient detail 1o scale off San Jose population
trends from these plates.

Kingsley Davis and E£leanor Langlois, "Future
Demographic Growth of the San Francisco B8ay
Area." Berkeley, U. C, Institute of Governmental
Studies(1963) 27pp. $1.50.

Only total city population gtatistics..

Santa Clara County:

County of Santa Clara Planning Department, 70 W.
Hedding 8t., San Jose, Dec 1963, "Land Use lssues
in Santa Clara County." 238pp.

Inciudes map of existing land use from which

guegges of population dengity could be inter.
preted,

, INFO 212, July 1666, "Population and
Housing, April |, 1960 and April I, 1966."

, INFO 213, July 1966, "Population and
Hougsing, schoo! District, Census of 196G6"

City of 3an Joge:

"San Jose General Plan (Map) - A Physical Development
Policy Statement” dated January 3, 1361,
Map of city is coded by number of dwelling units
per acre,, as limited by proposed zoning. :



