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Some Vital Questions”

by
Frederick B.

Hood, Ph.D,*
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The following are a list of questions about our civilization,

which I wrote down sometime in 19580, There are reproduced now tc assist

in evaluating to what extent we can give better answers to the question:

fifteen vears later in 1965, These cguestions relate to "individual
Y

¥

worth," "appreciation for the
"understanding the continuity

individual responsibility and

A, Do we develop a2 sense of
[ . O | »

4 -~

The importance of each

base of of our WVestern Civilization,
the United States Constitution and Bill

drive toward conformity in the U,3,A,

restrict freedcm of

that of the totalitarian societies

individual

individual

universe," "cultivation of values,'
of history,” and the "develogpment of
accountibility.”

individual worth?
' F -

is inherent in the religious
and particulariy emphasized in

of Rights. However the
in the fifties tended to

expression on a level

approaching

we were supposed to oppose,

The concept of the "thermodynamic imperative"” and the "maximizing

the negative entropy"” offer the proposal of better implimenting the

protection fo the sense of individual

B.

C.

worth in our civilization.

Do we develop an appreciation for the universe?

Do we provide for the cultivation of values?



D. Do we develop in our people an understanding of the confiﬁuity
of history? Do we understand the transition fro feudalism to
capitalism? 0Oo¢ we understand the role in history of the philosophies

of Locke, Hume, and Marx?

Notes on D: Gince the structure of feudalism gave way to capitalism,
what can be expected as the next transiticon? Will it be a transition
to socialism or will there be a technological change that will change
the conditions which generated socialism so that a new set of conflicts
will be relevant?

At the present stage of technology (1950} in the tools of
production, what system would most likely provide for peaceful use of
of science for the good of the people? The unregulated processes of
capitalism or the regulated processes of scocialism? At that time
there was not available data on competive systems at equivalent stages
of development to get a definitive answer., Now (1965) the development
of computer tased datz processing systems has put effective Teedback
loocps into individuzl busingss firms such that the individual firm
is strengthened by use of the concepts of cybernetics., The existence
of the computer industry has eliminated one of the prime arguments for
socialism.

This in turn has lead fo another change. The feedback mechanism
of the materizl . balances methods of econcmic planning have turned out
to be too slow for the complex soviet system, The Russians are now
having to use computer tased input-outout tables to make their

socialist system work properly. However the Russians precict that

they can make more effective use of the concepts of cybernetics than

capitalist systems,



E. Do we provide for the development of individual responsidbility

and accountability?

I) See Archibald MacLelsh, The Irresponsibles(1940)

2) See the Society for Social Responsibliity in Science,
2) See Code of Ethics of National Society of Professional

Engineers,
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The following book by Anthony Standen has some very important
statements relative to the misuse of science and misapplication of
the gceintific method., (For comments by Standen on Lindsay's

"thermodynamic Imperative" see American Scientist, 47, 398A(1959).

Copies filed with File 86~A)

Anthony Standen, Science | E'Sacred Cow, N.Y.: E. P. Dutton{1950]
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