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Introduction

Since experiencing the contradictions in the depression, general
strike, and vigilante raids reviewed in SEP No. 48, I was searching
for a better understanding of h.uman society. Books representative
but not neceasarily the exact sources for some of my studies in the
period 1929-1941 are given in SEP No. 49.

My questions were accentuated by the shock of experiencing library
censorship at the Berkeley Public Library (SEP No. 51). Also the
failure of popular economic and political theories raised further
gquestions as to how the businessman could be provided some advance
feedback from the future to enable him to make better decisions.

During the period 1936-40, I attended some discussion groups at
the University YMCA and the Unitarian Church. [ also attended the
annual YMCA-YWCA Regional Inter-Collegiate Conferences at Asilomar
during the week between Christmas and New Years Day. In addition I
took a course on the Prophet Isaiah from Dr. Muilenberg, Pacific School
of Religion, and a short series of lectures on the "We' Psychology by
Dr. Fritz Kunkel, also of P.S5.R.

Some of my ideas of 1937 are preserved in SEP No. 52 on "Why I
Decided to Become an Electrical Engineer', By the summer of 1940 I
felt that the ideas brought up by apeakers at various church and Y groups
ought to fit into some coherent pattern. My first attempt at a classification
system for such ideas is shown in Fig. 1 of this note. A refinement of this
chart is reproduced on the cover page of SEP No. 1. This chart was used

in planning the 1940-41 series of meetings for Channing Club in Berkeley,



Due to developments in World War II I did not stay in Berkeley the
full academic year,

Correlation Committee

In the Fall of 1941, I had an opportunity to follow these concepts
further in Boston by setting up a Correlation Committee to tabulate
the important points brought out by speakers and in discussions at the
Gannett Club, Arlington St. Church. The results of this study are
listed in Table I. Instead of working from a chart like Fig. 1, a copy
of Table I was cut up into small pieces which were sorted and arranged
by subject to see if there could be a possible arrangement like the
periodic table of the elements from chemistry which might indicate the
extent of coverage of the important problems of our civilization, A
model "skyscraper' was built out of erector parts. The ideas were
then glued in place on the erector "'skyscrapper' with a classification

system like that of Fig. 1 in SEP No. 1.

Frederick B, Wood
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