Stage F of A to T, A Working Paper Draft SEPR No. 44

"A Commentary on Some Sermons of the Reverend
Sidney A, Paterman:
"The Leisure To Hate; Myths, Legends and
Learning; and the Common Falth of
Man!,"

COMMENTS ON "THE LEISURE:TO HATE." *1

i

"The history of mankind is for me very simply stated. It is the
gradual freeing of men from tyranny;--from the tyranny of nature,
from the wanit and hunger that destrdyed primitive man;-from the
political tyranny which enslaved mililions of men and women in this
democzatic nation of ours even a century ago,., from the economic
slavery that still holds most men in its iron fist, and from
tyranny that nolds men in fear of sickness and pain,

But just as some men have struzgzled for their freedom and

for the freedom ot others, 80 too there have been those other men
who consciously seeking to profit from the misery and torment of
others have worked against the forces of history to enslave man-
kind or else unconsciously nave found the leisure in which

hatred frown and comes to full flower." ;

How can we thorw our welght in the balance to swing history
further along the main path of history--the freeing men from
tyranny? If we are to love our neighbors as ocurselves,

what happens 1f we hate ourselves? Can we learn more abouf
ourselves from tne insighdts of psychonanlyses developed by
Frifdd?  *2

"The vandal in Amirlca dces not think to question the authority

of his fellows when a sugzgestion is made to "ecut down that three,”
"set in the schoolroom and get even with the teacher" or "let's
see if we can derall that train'”. The authority of the gang
prevails; the authority of a society which whatever it says
publlicly laughs at such youthful escapades predominates.

The American soldler in the last war did not stop to question

the ethlcs of murdering prisoners for he had heen so indoctrinated
with the authority of hatred for the yellow devils, so

completely imbued with docrines teaching the necessity and

value of kililing, that whatever panzgs he might have felt were
ezsily stifled by remembering the the treachercus Japs

attacked Pearl Harbor and that the "only zood Jap is a dead Jap."

I think that 1t cannot be questloned that the commion factor in all
of these cases 1s a reliznce upon an external authority

which was so powerful that the thical imperative was blotted

out and murder and desbtruction vwere seen as protection and growth.

*¥]1--A Sermon by the Reverend Sidney A Paterman on U.N. Sunday, 1955
*¥2--Rachel Baker, Sizmund Freud for Everybody-Popular Likrary (1955)
*3--Rollep May-lMan's Search For Himself-N.Y. Norten (1253)



What is the characterstic of a communication system which
is is authoratarian? 1Is 1t not the lack of feedback? What do
- we mean by "feedback” Is the "inverse veedback

circuit" of Norbert Wiener a satisfactory concept? ¥4

"Phe second common factor which can be seen is a complete lack of
responsibility, a complete lack of a feeling of an inclusive
communiscy or of acceptance cof the oblivations of brotherhood and
fellowship.

Here I feel religlon must speak and speak loudly and clearly of the
validily of intimate perscnal living, despite all the pressures of
the time, which make 1t possible for us to increase rather than
decrease the sends of community which 1s so desperately needed."

If religion is to speak on thils, must we not understand the
process by which people grow up? Perhaps there 1s also a
process of growing in religious history. *5 Can we say
that this process resembles the gradual growth from an
authoritarina religious system to a system with feedback
between individuals and the institutions?

Can we someway 1lncrease the probability of our relating
creatively to the people about 1s by utilizing the analogy
of feedback eclrcuits from the recantly developed fileld of
cybernetics? ¢

-
<.

"ves, the countless tragedies, the misery and unhappiness caused
by the repetition of "they says" which have proven to be

false are easlly forgotten and we rush heedlessly on determining
our attitudes towards each and other men on the basis of what
"they say." I challenge each and every one of you to stop just
a moment the next time you repeat or quote that mystical "they",
- and then say to yourselves, I have found the leisure to hate, I
too can rely upon false authority and cause unhappiness and )
distress by blindly relying upon authority.

Perhaps our sins will be small sins and the results of our
reliance upon authority will not be too grievious, but within
us we carry that potential of finding the leisure to hate
which we must constantly guard against.!

If we accept external authoritys without checkinz, are we
not actinzg with a severed beedback link which in any
electro-mechanical system wcoculd allow an unstable
equilibrum leadinz to self-destruction?

"In big things, or in small thing, whenever we forsake our own senses
of Justice and truth, we are opening the door to hatred., Whether
our acceptance of authority only breaks up our own marriaze or the
marriaze of friends due to heedless gossip, or whether our

acceptance of red-scares or any thoer such cries results in the

loss of freedom for a whole nation, we are acting as though we had
the time to hate.

SEE FIGURE I
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"Within every human being lies the seeds of an infinite goodness
and also the potentialitites of evil fo an almost unrealizable
degree. Most of us are content to be rather mediocre and
indifferent, but 1f our chilildren are to breathe the air of
freedom, 1if our loved ones and frlends are to exist in a

free world, 1f our own insatiable desire and love for beauty,
truth and goodness is to be filled, then we must choose the
road whereon all men find within themselves an authority which
speaks to the world as a witness for truth, thich rejects all
false artifical external authority, :and all men must find that
spirit of love and charity which a certain carpenter of
Galilee so c¢learly exemplified that his name shall go down
through history as blessed and loved by all men.”

k]

Can we developr a clearer idea ¢f how men can evolve their
own internal authority through the use of analogous inverse
feedback ampliflier circuits? Perhapns we can consider the
development of a child by followling feedback clircults.

SEE PFIGURE II

*l-_Norbert Wiener——Cybernetics——(or Control and Communication
in the Animal and the Machine) N,Y.: Wiley (1948)

&

*5._Compare the comments of C.F., Kent, A HISTORY OF THRE HEBREYW
PEOPLE N.Y. Scribners (1897) P.lx and Grace &. Storms
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H6W OUR BIBLE CAME TO US Boston, The Pilgrim Press (1955)
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