A Working Paper Draft
Not To Be Reproduced Without Permission

SOCIO-ENGINEERING PROBLEMS. NC. L8

A series of manuscripts on the soclal relations of
engineering snd related philosophlcel questions dealing
with the Interaction of science and society. Distribution
is limited to reviewers 8nd discussion groups for criticism
prior to consideration for posaible publication.

HI3TORICAL ROTES: I

Dete: July 1959 April 1960 12/1/60 5/26/61

Stage: Socio-FPhilosophicsal 3EP
FoLe, No. A Revise R e 1] -

Date: 11/22/61 5/9/62

Stage: ¥o. 48 No. 48

80107880

Frederick B. Wood

Residence: 2346 Lansford Ave,, San Jose, California, U.S.A.
Mailing Address: P.0. Box 85, Campbell, California, U.S.A.



"RISTORICAL NOTES: 1"

Abstract

Relstion of histoficel events to soclel problems of our

society. Boy Scouts; Depression; Oenersl Strike of 1934;

Lt

Civil Libvertiles; " BRackground Meterial.™

¥The background material is discussed more thoroughly in
SEP MNo. 49.

*¥rhis is continued in SEP No. 51, "Historical Notes: II",

on Economic and Political Theory, Librery Censoring,
Co-0p Stores, and Slde Effects of the Depression.

Frederick B, Wood



SOCIO-ENGINEERIRG PROBLEM3

A series of working paper Jdrafts on the subject of the
social relations of engineering. My objective at this stage
of the series is to make avelleble for discussion various
ideas that have occured to me in the past, but whlch were
unpublished or had very limited distribution. 1In the present
format no formal publicatior is Iintended, since many of these
notes ars fragmentary 1deaa thet may be of more value when
other detalls sere fllled in.

This perticular issue has less direct bearing on
enginesring then would be implied by the title of the series
*Socio-Engineering Problems." In isaue number SEP No. 5
I went back to some of my thoughts of 1937, 1940, 1945, ste.
In this issue I push back further to examine certsin external
events which alerted me to examine the social phenomens around

me In 8 more critical way.
' Frederick B. Wood

HISTORICAL NOTES: Il

These notss are inquiries into some of the historical
events which were of some significance in slerting me to the
sociel problems of our soclety. The awarensas of these
problems msy have promoted my concern for a perapective of
the whole of our mociety, and led me to take more seriously
the E.C.P.D. definition: "The engineer may be regarded,
therefore, 28 an interpreter of science in terms of human
nesds and a manager of men, money, and materisls in satisfying
these needs."” These questions relate to more specific external
everits which caused me to ask questions about the relative
state of spplication of owr religious princlples to practice.
These notes are written as "questions" instesd of "problems,"
because they are not neceasarily current problems, but questions
of historlical interest. There could well be deeper psychologi-
cal phenomena which exerted a more significant influence com-
pared to these externsl events. However such psychological
questions are left to the domein of more private discusajions.
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The two pine trees enclosed by the clrcle represent the state

of unbalance in our clvilization where people are struggling

to learn how to coopsrate without falling into the path of
conformity. This could be 8 growing symbol ir which the large
tree slows down and the little tree grows faster 83 we learn

to balance securlty 2rnd freedom, emotions snd intellect, capital
and labor, self-irterest and service, presant end future, etec.
As the symbol pgrows with time we hope that it spprosches more
closely the twin pine trees of the trademark of the consumer
cooperative movement.

Fig. 1 The Two Fine Trees



Question 0: What influence d4id verious historicsl events
have in alerting me to ask questions and search for &
more complete set of relevant facts in regard to the
social problems of our society?

Question 1: Of what significance was my participstion in
the Boy Scouts of America?

I can remember as 2 smeéll boy I thought that all good
people were Republicans or Prohibitlonists. The collapse
of the stock merket in 1929 brought me in closer contact with
8 truer cross-section of the people of our country. I joined
the Boy Scouts in 1930 and found there a representetion of
different segments of our populstion (except farmers). The
Troop Committee consisted of both Protestant and Cetholic
men, 8nd included emong other professions: a business execu-
tive, & banker, and & labor union officer. The idess of human
brotherhood cultivated by our church schools and supported in
public schools through learning the examples of owr great
lesaders of the United States such as George Washington and
Abrsham Lincoln cemecloser to reality through observing these
men from different religious, professional, and economic back-
grounds work together to make possible the operation of a
neighborhood Boy Scout Troop.

Questlion 2: Of what genersal aignificanca_di& the depression
have?

As the depth of depression developed, contredictions
developed which were very confusing to me. At one time the
scoutmaster who had & Ph.D. was working es 8 custodian. I
observed various WPA, CWA, PWA projects and CCC Camps psrform

useful work (snd some not 8o useful) for our country and



provide jobs for meny men for whom our economic system could
not provide work.

Question 3: Of what sigrificance to me was the San Francisco

General Strike of 19347
I can well remember the General Strike of 1934 in San

Francisco when I was sixteen yesrs old. Although I was at

Boy Scout Cemp durlng some of the deepest crises, 1 caught

the sense of excitement and feeling of tension from visitors
who came up to scout camp. When I returned from scout camp

1 knew something had happened in Berkeley, but I couldn't tell
from the accounts in Berkeley Dally Gazette what really happen-
ed. The newspaper editor eppsrently was trying to ridicule
“peopls who werse protesting some injustice. To find cut what
wag hap%ening, I had to ride my bicycle around town, visit with
people in different parts of town, visit San Franciaco ang
observe the longshoreman pickets and the National Guardsmen
myselfl to try to understand what waa happening. There were
fantastic rumors clirculsting around which &8s fsr as I could
tell didn't represent snything that had real prospects of
happening. I could not tell whether some one wes generating
false rumors to ceuse confuslon or whether the confusion wsas
the result of random events coupled with very poor communice-
tion between the different groups involved in the strike.
Question U4: What event alerted me to the problem in the

U.S.A. of having to exert eternal vigiisnce to protect
our civil liberties?

-

i was 8t Boy Scout casmp In the Slerras during part of the
summer of 193} during part of the General Strike. When the



truck drivers arrived at camp to bring us back to Berkeley

st the end of the camping period, I sensed a feeling of
emotionsl tension in the alir. From the comments end reactions
of truck drivers, parents, scout leaders and others, I got the
feeling that in connection with the General Strike people were
operating on their emotion&l resctions rather than loglecal
reasoning; It was almost a&s 1if people wers operating on a
more primitive level of communication and behavior.

When I got back to Berkeley I found that & group of
recple were protesting something at the City Hall. I could
not make any sense out of the description given in the Berkeley
Daily Gazette. I found it necessary to ask & lot of questions
of various people to get any consistent facts about what had
héppened in Berkeley. On July 17th & group of unidentified
men marched on Finish Comrades Hall in Berkeley srmed with axes,
baseball batas, etc., and entered the bullding, smashed all the
furniture incluwding the pisno. They then bulilt s bonfirelor
the broken furniture and books in the yard and left. (1)

The alarming feature of thils incident was that I reelized
that here in America, the "Land of Freedom and Justice,"™ human
beings could get excited and orgsnize groups like the Pascists
In Italy &nd the Nazia in Germany. Furthermore I was disturbed
by the protection given the illegsl band by the p@lice and the
newspaper.

Eventually the American Civil Liberties Union filed suit
against againat the City of Berkeley for the damages to the



Finish hall and if I recsll correctly, after prelimlnary
heeringa, the City of Berkeley settled for the damages. ZEven
this was a frightening experience to have what I had read
about happening in Europe happen in my own home town, there
ﬁre two importent distinctions between the United States snd
the European situations. One, we have & Constitution and
system of courts which effectively enforce the law, and Two,
therse exiat voluntary organizations like the American Civil
Liberties Union which take action when there is & breakdown of
our legal system in respect to civil liberties,

Since then I have always had an interest in civil liberties
which must alwsys be protected with eternsl vigilance. Even
the most perfectly planned legal syatem with checks and bslances
muat'have some citlizen watchdogs to be alert for situations
where the human beings in the lagel asystem fall to live up to
the spirit of the United Stetes Constitution.

1. Note: For published references on this incident, refer
to refsrences 1 and 2 in the next section of this issue.



REFERENCES
1. "25th Anniverssry: How the ACLU of Ko. Calif. Got Sterted,"

Amer ., Civ%l L%%e;t;e§ Union Yews, 503 Market St., San Fran-
cisco, vol. XX1V, No, » Nov. 1959, p. 2,
"Following is & portion of the talk given by Ernest Besig,

Executive Dirsctor of the ACLU of Northern California, at
its twenty~fifth anniversary celebration on October 17. .

The ACLU had its beginnings on July 2, 1917 as the Civil
Liberties Buresu of the Amerlcan League Agalnst Mllitarism.
When the League disbanded, upon our entry into the Firast
World VWsar, the Bureau continued as sn independent body...

. + « (detalls of seversl starts end foldings-up in West)

Cn July 16, 193, the San Francisco Bay Area was jarred by
a general strike, which ended four dsys later. It was
fo%lowed by an antl-red hysteria which resulted in police
and vigllante reids on radicsl headquarters and srrest of
allegead radicsls.

Vigllante committess raided union halls and.......

In San Francisco, heasdgquarters of the Internations
Workers Order and I.W.W, were ralded snd the furnishings
smashed, while in Richmond, the photographic Studio of
W.H. Prater was destroyed. In Berkelsy, the Finnish
Comrsdes Associstlon hall wes raided by the so-called
Berkeley Nationala and much of the building was wrecked
while police walted nesrby,.

After these incidents occured, the national office sent
Chester S. Williams end Ernest Besalpg from lLos Angeles to
organize a protest sgalnst the vigilante terroriam. . . .
+ « +« » «» On September 1, 1934 - twenty-five years ago -
he sent 2 letter t0 prospsctive members urging them to
support re-establishment of & Rorthern California Committee
of the A.C.L.U, The letter gsserted that we wers faced
wlith a recurrence of the suppression and violence of post-
war dsys and the development of a spirlt of fascism.

"In 18 counties,™ he &aid, "ordinences preveil which make
asgemblage of three or more persons 1llegal without police
permit. Organized groups, claiming petriotic motives, are
urging the pesssage of more thsh & dozen laws to aid in the
suppression of minority opinion - all of which contradicta
the very foundations of constitutional democracy with its
grant of free assamblage. To combat this growing wensce,
the Northern California Branch of the ACLU 1s being re-
organized."



2. The Open Forum, Published by the ACLU, San Francisco,
October 1934.

"On the basis of the state law, making cities and
counties lisble for damages sustained in & riot, the
Civil Liberties Union is bringing suits on behalf of
individusls and orgenizations for property damages
caused by vigilantes and police in recent raids.

2. FINNISH COMRADES HALL CA3E: The Finnish Workers in
Berkeley have maintained & hsll and cultural center for
twenty~five years. On July 17th, their hall wass ralded
by scores of vigllantes wesring armbands marked "B.K.V,
which stands for Berkeley ¥Nationals. Warned of the

intended raid, they unasuccessfully appealed for polics
protectlion fifteen minutes before the rsid occured.

Damages being sought amount to $6,000 end organization
has already recovered $1500 from the insursnce company
on a policy covering the bullding against riot damsge.

The 1iving querters of the ceretaker were invaded and
things generally smashed with clubs and sxes, including
a washing nschine, rsdio, 2nd all the dishss. Thres
pianos were completely demolished, musical instruments
left a twisted moss, stage scenery torn to shreds,
chalrs broken, windows knocked out, and the walls hacked
by axes.



