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"The Engineer in a Democratic Society"
by
Frederick B, Wood, Ph,D.

In April 1948 1 perpared the following statement:

"The Engineer In A Democratic Society.

The engineer in a democratic soclety has & special
reaponsibllity as an interpreter of sclence in terms of hunan
need&. He has a three-fold responsibility:

(1) To t£ind what are the most important human needs, a
task that may often require considerable knowledge of the
gocial sclences,

(2) To apply the scientific knowledge discovered by the
pure scientists to the design and constructlion of such structurea,
machinery, and instruments that are of immediate or potential
help in meeting human needs,

(3) To advigse the people, using the best sclentific
knowledge avallable, as to the advantages and disadvantayes

of the alternative systems for using the equipment which he designs."

Then I prepared the following more specific statement of
the proposed Engineersg’ 8ranch of the NatfonaiCouncil of the Arts,

Sciences and Professions:

"The engineer in a democratic socidy has a special
responsiblifity as an fnterpreter of science in terms of

human needs. 3Since the organization of our industrial

society does not always permit us to meet our responsibiifty
properly fn connection with our jobs, we meet together to
fulfill our responsibility in the study of particular problems
such ag the electric power shortage, the monopoly control of
radio, the internatfonal ofl situatfon, and other probiems

of current importance.” '
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The East Bay Chapter of the National Council of the Arts,
Sclences and the Profess{ons was relatively unsuccessful in
recruiting engineers to work on the problems of our civilfzation.

A draft report prepared in April 1948 {s reproduces below;
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