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"Prohlems of Taking A Stand On The
S8ocial Respongibility of Engineers."

by
Frederick B. Wood, Ph.D.

1, Or. F. 8, vood, am a member of the society for 5ocial
Regponsibility in Sclence, Although I follow the code of ethics
of the Natfonal Soclety of Professional Englineers regarding keeping
.proprietary fnformation of my empioyer confidentfal, [ have encountered
gstrong busineas management opposition to my talking and writing about
the socfal respeonsibilfty of engfineers and scientists. 1 encliose a
reprint of my 1959 western Joint Computer Conference paper which
caused some problems with management,

The tast major crists occured in 1964 when Father George H.
Dunne, S.J., invited me to participate In a conference on cybernetics
and society. I0M personnel and public relations people tried to
scare me out of participating In the conference., To have my employer
fnterfere with my participation in a conTerence sponsored by a
religfous group made me think more deeply about what is happenfng
to the freedom of gpeech, relfglon, and communicatfon that our
forefathers fought for in the American Revolution., Further the
attempt to prevent me from participating in Father Ounne's conference
was fn effect a request for me to violale the code of ethics of the
Nattonal Society of Professionai Engineers,

It appears that fntthe U.S.A. we are reaching a critfcal pofnt
{n the conflict between rellgtous ethice and business practice
gimilar to past crises diocussed in the Harvard Busi{neas Review
serfes in 1952(gee eapeclally Kenneth £, Goulding, "Keliglous
Faundations of Economic¢ Progress.,”) 1 decided to stay In the computer
fndustry, while purgutng the atudy &f the ethical, socliai, political,
and economic questiong as a hobby ocutslide of working hours at my own
expense in order to be free to speak as an individual, not fdentifled
with the company for whom 1 work,

This decision has resulted fn consfderabie publfcation and
travel expense to me which normally wauld be paid by an engincer's
employer, For exampic the paper 1 presented at the General Systems
Sectfon of the First International Congress for Socfal Psychiatry iIn
London in 1964 cost me }750 §n travel expense and $300 printing costs
for the conference preprints of my paper. I issue {nformal reports
on my studies as SociopEnaineering Problems Reports with an average
annual pubifcatdon cost o? 50, '
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To carry on this struggle for the right to both work as an

engineer fn the computer industry and to discuss the social
‘ consequences of my work, 1 find §t necessary to undergtand my own
““ gorsonal fty better. That fs, I need to know gomething of the

structure of my personalfty along the lines digcussed by Erich Fromm
in Yan for Himself in order to be gure that ] am proceeding on
praoductive paths rather being a Don Quixete, The psychotherapy my
wife and I are participating in runs our annual mddical bilis up to
a substantial figure eventhough a large part is wovered by medical
fnsurance,

r

To check whether my personal experfences are relevant to the
total gsoclological scene, I have checked reports of the Center for
the Study of Democratic Institutions, Santa Barbara, for studies
made Ly soclologiats, political scientists, and soctal psychologists
for studies and gata bearing on the relevance of my experiences to
the overall trends, 1 have found particularly from the studies
cdited by Andrew Hacker that my experfences are more acute examples
of a general trend of development that {s removing the uppermhtdddlie -
clags profecsional people who work for corporations from effective
participation in political democracy in the unites Statea, Hacker
considers that the upper middle clagss that ugsed to provide leaders
and an articulate segment of voters has almost been converted to
"ol ttical consumers” as a byproduct of iih rise to ¢conomic
dominance of the large corporation in our country,

At present my study of the gocial consequences of my work
has raached a gemi-gstable equtlibrium by my currently oniy

presenting papere at conferences on the history and philosophy
of science which does ot attract much public attention, T
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