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WHY A WORKING PADI'sR DRAFT?

The reason for the existence of this "working paper draft" is that
preliminary work in the area of scclal responsiblility of engineers
has to be done by conference or correspondence between individuals
who are Interested in the subject but may be geographically distant,
Engineers with ideas on the social relations of their engineering
work are somewhat rare and are not likely to be easily avalilable
at & coomon place for round teble discussions like some social
sclentists have done as is reported in Behavicral Science (1).
After some correspondence end exchange of notes, the material aay
be referred to some one in the social sclences who nay be better
prepared to contlnue the investigrtion of the problem or it may bhe
revised for subnlssion to one of the engineering or scientific
Journals, :

- Where articles oay be at different stages of development, we have

to pay more attention to the process of solving problems, including
the statement of the problem, foraing and testing hypotheses in the
process of sclentiflic research, It is iaportant that such work be
properly identified so that preliminary hypotheses are not confused
with loglcal conclusions. An investigstion of the social consequen-
ces of some invention alight go through the following stages:

: Searching for background reference aaterial,
Brief reading of background naterial,
Study and discussion of background naterial.
Suassrizing of orevious research worker's results,
Definition of the inmediate problen. _
Tabulation of references for the apecific problem.
Brief study of the specific croblen, . : .
Formulation of preliazainary hypotheses,
Checking of preliminary hypotheses for agreement
with known data. _
Collection of new deata or setting up experiments.
Checking of hypotheses with cultural values in
art, ousiec, poetry, ethics, religlous experience, etec.
Critical testing snd revision of hysotheses.
¢ Prellminary report writing.
: Circulation of preliminary reports to others for eriticism,
Revialon of reports,
Publlcation of articles.
: Experimental use of ldeas with small groups of
specialists and/or laymen,
Review of the value of hypotheses as tried in practice,
Preparation of popularized versions for public use.
Preparation of nore technical versions for
social science research.
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This series of working papz2r drafts are nore likely {6 be at stages
D, &, F, H, N, O, R, or 8 since it nay be more efficlent to exchange
ideas at an early stage to deteruine whether the problems are being
adequately investigated.

1. Behavioral Science, vol., 1, No. 1, p. 69,
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